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Hew York, Fi-lday, November 18, 1853.

The lltwi.
The Arabia, from Liverpool, arrived at this port

etrly yesterday morning, bringing our Liverpool file*
to the 5th, London to the 4th, Paris advices of the
3i inst, and interesting ltttera from our European
correspondents to the Utest moment. The news is
fully confirmatory of tie warlike intelligence brought
fey tbe Baltic.
Omer Pasha had delivered an address to hw

¦oldiers, in which he excited their martial ardor by
gtroug appeals to their patriotism and fanaticism.
He then crossed the Danube and occupied tbe vil¬
lage of Kalefat, a poet opposite Widin, which the
Bosnians bad previously abandoned, owing to the
Mortality which existed among the troops. There
wes no report to the effect that the armistice
few! reached the contending parties; bat des
patches from Vienna state that, even at
the last moment, Austria was willing to re-
assume the part of active mediator, owing to resent
assurances which the Cabinet had received from St.
Petersburg. Howevtr, Prince Gortschakoff had left
Bucharest for Krajowa, where a force of ten thousand
Unuiian infantry and some regiments of cavalry was
posted, and it was momentarily expected that the
announcement of a battle having taken place would
(each London. Indeed, onr correspondent in that
capital, writing upjn the faith of a telegraphic des
patch, mentions that a serious engagement between
the Turks and a portion of the Russian array had
actually taken place, at a point between Kalefat and
Krsjowa; and also other conflicts were reported at
Giuijova, a j oint on the Danube midway between
Kalefat ard Isaktelii, where the first engagement is
¦aid so have taken place on the 23d ult. Krajowa is
between thirty and forty miles from the Danube,
ritua'cd ncrtheaft from Kalefat. The new French
Envoy, Gtcerel Banguay d'Hilliers, accoipauied
by a brilliant staff, had left France, rn route
to Constantinople, to act as minister and mili¬
tary representative of the Emperor Napoleon
at the Sultana court. It was said that
England would soon despatch an officer of
equal rank, in a similar capacity, to the same

destination. It will be seen from the tabular
¦Utement which we publish that the Turkish and
Egyptian fleets are by no means contemptible. The
Persian Ambassador had becu suddenly recalled
ftom London. Our extracts from the foreign jour¬
nals furniab extended reports and a summary of this
eventful drama, of the solution of which we hope to
ceceive more decisive information by next steamer.
An Italian named Paperi had caused some diffi¬

culty between the American Vice Consul at Ancona
and the civil authorities, owing to his alleged claim
to American citizenship. It is not yet clear whether
be was entitled to the protection he sough^flf was

merely afflicted with a mania for Koszta notoriety.
The Wigan riots had not entirely subsided in hng-

land, and some difficulties had occurred between the
authorities and the " stokers" at Blackburn.
An unexpected and unusual rising of the Black-

water. Lee and other rivers in the south of Ireland,
bad caused a great destruction of property , and one
of the bridges in Cork being swept away by the
flood, twenty person i were drowned.

Borne interesting item3 from China, and some new
views with regard to the developement of Australian
mources, have reached us by this arrival.
Tbe commercial and financial news is somewhat

unfavorable.
The European Lews bad the effect yesterday oi pro¬

ducing a decline in flour of 18|c. to 2.3c. per barrel,
and from tbrce to five cent* per bushel In wheat.
Com was but lit le affected. The middling and low¬

er qualities of cotton decliocd an eighth of a cent per
pound. CcfUe sold freely, and cloeeJ a', an advance
of a quarter of a cent per pound.

A meeting of persjns interested in the proposition
to extend the Bowiry to Franklin square, and widen
Pearl *tn(t from Franklin square to the Battery,
was held yei 'erdiy Wore the Committee on Streets
of the Board of Aldermen, »»ut tbe parties concerned
not being prepared to discoes tbe subject, the consi¬
deration of th» mat' tr was postponed to the 28th
Instant.
Tt e number of deaths on board emigrant vessels

«re have lately naticed has rectived a still further
addition. The ship Empire, which arrived yester¬
day from Havre, left port with six hundred and
aeventy-five passengers, of whom -eventy three died
before the vessel reached land.
The Board of Aldermen last night concurred in a

resolution to extend the Second Avenue Railroad to
tbe Battery, by going through South street. There
was no debate. Mr. Bard offered a resolution, which
was appropriately referred, dirtcting tbe Comptrol¬
ler to advertise for proposals for land on which to
erect a building to be known as "Fiicmcn i Hall.
Further particulars of tbe recent flood in Connec¬

ticut may be found in another column.
A young female jumped cverboard from one oi the

Hamilton avenue ferry boats on V/ ednesJay e\ening>
and was drowned. F.very exertion was made to res
cue l.er, but without success.
By the proceedings of the Board of Education on

Wedr.ebday, it appears that the amount required for
the purple of meeting the current annual expenses .
er**'ti'>g buildings, tupport of schools, salaries and
incident*' expensea- is |C24,2G3 4S.
Our Washington despatch states that information

triw reached the Stat-1 Department relative to the
tfa» of Captain (llbffn. Mr. Belmont writes that a

^ er*M>* system nf official despotism is practised at

regard to matters th< re id by «o means exaggerated,
The Dutch intfraiitiN pretend to have found aimug
Captain Gttoou's papers® let'er from our govern-
invut granting him a wviD.jr commission. This in de-
nhr.i, *he Jt-'.ter being nv/rtly a private cmmviatra-
tkin 'roio d nephew uf (he late Daniel Webver, written
while the latter wsi Rc.Tetary of Sta e. The govern-
mei t at the Hii^e, it is said, will thoroughly soru-

tii.ize tfcis matter. M.any member* of Congress hat
arr'ved.

I Judge Mitt-bell delivered an opinion in the Central
, Piri case vfterday, upon the powers vested in the

Con it a.i to the appointment of commissioners, Sit.,
ut d nominated the following gentlemen as Corami*

| sinners «f As<-ese'<m-ii ;* William Kent, 1(1ehMl
UUhoeller, Luther Bradiah, Warren Brady, and Jere"
miah Towle.
The trial of John Price for the murder of Samuel

Freeman was commence i yesterday, in the Court of
Ojer and Ter miner. There not being sofhsient evi¬
dence to convict the prisoner, the jury rendered a

verdict ol " Net guilty."'
The rnofit awful conflagrations which we have, for

a loDg liwe, fceen called upon to record, occurred in
onr city yesterday morning. About half a million of
dollars v*ere swept away in a few hours, and at the
same t»roe hundieds were left without employment
and witheut home i. Theae disasters may be summed
up as follows :

Lo»< by bo fiie in Wathington, Jane, tDd Troy
itvfttt $128,000

lntu; iaci« »b"ut GO,COO
Niiwiwer of buildings dentroyed 16
Number of familieH rendered homeleee 30
Number of men thrown oat of employment 200
1/csc by tb« tire at foot of Kant Twenty-fifth

ftareet, about $".00,000
laouiwace probably t.. -0 ,00>)
NumWr ot buildioa^ burned.... 9
!v.imb«r of men tb-owu out of employment fully . 1,000
Gzeat credit is due the police and fire departments,

for their zealous efl'orts to confine the disaster to the
-mallest limits possible. Wc giv«t full particulars
elsewhere.
The jury in the case of Do Corn, charged with

the mujder of Eugene Melville, at a late hour last
evening rendered a verdict of " Manslaughter in the
third degree."'

George Lake, the man sentenced to be hanged at
Poughkeep;-ie this day, for the murder ofhis wife und
two infant children, will not be executed,® stay of
proceedings having been granted by Judge Birculo.
A copy of the legal document will be found else¬
where.
On our inside paces may be found a report of the

Festival of the Gtrman Hebrew Benevolent Society;
a* account of an afl'ray on a Western steamboat;
more about the alleged fraud by election inspectors;
target excursions; a letter from Mr. W. C. Lane,
about the Pacific Railroad; Court Reports; Coroners'
Inquests: Police, Naval, Personal, Commercial,
Financial, and Mining Intelligence, &c., &c.

Action of tlie Senate and Cencrris upon the
Spoil* Cabinet.

Franklin Pierce has been living iu an utter
delusion for the last eighteen months. He has
seen everything through a medium of such re¬

fracting power that the most simple events
have appeared distorted to his eyes. Men and
principles have assumed an untrue aspect -as
he examined them, llis own opinions have
shared the general metamorphosis, and he must
often have been puzzled in trying to reconcile
his ccts to himself. Looking calmly over the
events which have marked time since June,
1852. he must often rub his eyes and wonder
whether the past is a reality or a dream.

\\e who know how painfully real it was.

may perhaps succeed in solving the problem.
W Leu the democratic convention assembled at
Baltimore. there was no politician in the coutry
who had less hope of a nomination than General
Pierce. By what juggle his name ultimately
emerged from the ballot box. we all know; and
we have the President's own word for asserting
that no one was more surprised by the event
than himself. Astoni.-hment leading to inquiry,
Ceneral Pierce committed his first error. He
believed that his nomination was due to the
regard in which he was held by the spoils
seekers assembled at Baltimore, and lost sight
of the f:irl that they had choson him hpcnuoc they
could not agree upon any other man, and be¬
cause each faction there represented confidently
hoped to make him their tool if he should be
elected. The delusion began here: we shall see
how it grew and acquired fresh strength. As
the canvas progressed, public sentiment began
to pronounce itself for Pierce. This fact he
again misinterpreted, attributing it to the
influence of the combined spoils-seekers Marcy,
Dix. Van Buren. &c.; when, as any impartial
observer could have told him, the circumstance
was wholly attributable to the strong current
ol public opinion on tha Compromise question.
Had Marcy, Van Buren and Dix opposed Pierce,
instead of supporting him, the result would still
have been the same. But General Pierce, in his
incurable blindness, saw nothing of this, and
o^ crflow ed with gratitude and pledges to those
whom he regarded as the authors of his popu¬
larity. finally, the election came, and his tri¬
umph was overwhelming. This was the culmi¬
nating point both of his popularity and of his
delusion. Surrounded on all sides by friends
who crammed him with tales of what had been
done for him by corrupt coalitions of men of op¬
posite principles; constantly remiuded that after
Marcy and \ an Buren, his success was duo to
the Baltimore I'latform and Providencc; and
being, in plain words, a simple minded man, of
small political experience, and judging of the
wor d from what he saw in the little State of
New Hampshire. General Pierce fell fairly into
the trap, and laid bis own reflecting faculties on
the shelf. His thinking was thenceforth done
by the coalition of spoils-seekers. He never
tried. or if he did, he soon abandoned the at¬
tempt to reason out for himself thermal causes
ofhis elevation from the rank of a petty lawyer
in Concord to that of President of the United
States, or the realjwill and purpose of the people
in electing b;m. ft may have flashed upon him
at times that he had done nothing to merit so
sti iking a compliment as his nomination, and
that the fact might possibly be due to the
ease with which the wire-pullers thought
lie might lie managed. It may also have
occurred to him; in idle moments that the un-

paralelled ununimity of opinion which elec^'d
liim could hardly be due to the collective exer¬
tions of a parcel of men who, individually, had
no influence to s;>cak of. He may have glanced
at the platform which ho was told had done so
much for him; and seeing what a close resem¬

blance it bore to that of the whigs, he may
have wondered how the same sentiments should

. nnire defeat in the one case and triumph in
l lie other. He may even have allowed his
thoughts to wander back to the scenes of 1850,
and wondered whether the great contest which
was then terminated by the patriotism of Cal¬
houn. Clay. Cass, and Webster, had not had
something to do with his bucccss.

. Ne say. these thoughts may have crossed his
mind: for it is possible that the delusion in
which ho fet ont may have held too complete a

swiiy over his faculties to permit any indepen¬
dent exercise of reasoning power. If be ever
did indulge them, they wore promptly checked
by the Baltimore spoils seekers and their frieads.
He was told daily and hourly that the Balti¬
more platform and the Baltimore coalition had
elected him, and that no other principle and no

ii»A 1mm m M ^ vi- 4

ing repetition of the statement soon overawed
any fcruples he may have had. lie resigned
himself to the belief that his good friends,
Marcy, Dix, VanBnren, and the rest, know
more about it than he did; honettly regarded
Providence as. under them, the means of his

elevation, and prepared to govern on the basis
of their assertions.

Jll« Cabinet was chosen in perfect accordance
with the theory. The coalition which he was

told had elected him, being composed of men o?
all parties and all factions, he called all i'.i to
share the public plunder alike; and the Balti-

' more Convention being profeseedly a mere

j sellerne for defeating the whigs, and monopolis¬
ing the public patronagV, fti sckcted his officers
on the sole basis of a lair distribution of the

spoils.
How -could be act otherwise? All this while

he wt3 living in the grossest delusion that ever

| muddled human faculties. Marcy and the others
kept constantly before 'ais eyeB a false picture

i of the country and public sentiment, and never

allowed him to see an inch further. A man of
more independence would not have allowed
himself to be so hoodwinked, for a week; but
Gen. Pierce's character is confiding, and his
suspicions are not readily aroused. He saw

what was put before him by his official tyrants,
did as they bid him, and nothing more.

There is at length a chancc, at this eleventh
hour, of seeing this fatal delusion dispelled.
Marcy can hardly conceal from the President
the facts of the New York election. He can

hardly deny thut he and his colleagues took a

side in the contest, staked the credit of the ad¬
ministration on the issue, and were iguomini-
ously defeated. He cannot prevent the Presi¬
dent perceiving that in this Empire State, the
opponents ot his Cabinet are to its supporters
as three to one. Nor can General Pierce help
teeing how palpable a contradiction this glar¬
ing fact gives to the stories with which his mind
has been poisoned during the last eighteen
months. He cannot blink the prospect that
when Congress meets, members of the Senate
will rise and charge him with the faults of his
advisers, and that Congress will contain four
opposition members for every supporter of the
administration. These are facts so glaring, so

unmistakable, that nothing short of sheer
blindness could fail to discover them.

The question, therefore, is, will the President
boldly shake off the delusion under which he
has been laboring? Will he anticipate the storm
that threatens him by taking measures to repair
the faults he has committed, and re-constitute
his Cabinet on a sound basis? Will he spare the
Senate the trouble of cancelling his nomina¬
tions, by taking the lead in so necessary a mea¬

sure? Will he act, in short, in such a way as

will show to the people of this country that if
he has erred in the past, it has been through
error, and not from set purpose, and that the
confidence they placed in him has not been en¬

tirely thrown away?
Commercial Intercourse with Japan, and
Biltlih and American Policy in the East.
The Singapore Journal of Ccmmcrce, of the

ICth of August last, in adverting to the Ameri¬
can expedition to Japan, takes occasion to sootlie
the apprehensions of British subjects in the East
who " talk about American East India empires
in China, Japan, and heaven knowB where."
The editor corrects "the erroneous views enter¬
tained respecting the probable course of Ameri¬
can policy in the East," by assuring his readers
that there arc " insuperable difficulties" in the
way of America following the example of her
great parent, in making settlements and found
ing colonies beyond the American continent.
The chief difficulty is that the constitu-
iirnl of fho T7nit.fi States dues not ad
mit of colonies, like the British empire,
and the American republic can only absorb
territory contiguous to it. such as Cuba or
Mexico. According to our East Indian con¬

temporary, therefore, annexation by trade is
the only annexation England has to fear from
the Yankees in those distant regions; but, he
adds, there is nothing she has to dread bo much
ae commercial rivalry, and John Bull will leave
nothing undone to prevent Brother Jonathan
surpassing him in that direction.
The Singapore Journal is right. A war of

commerce between the two nations has fairly
commenced in the East. The struggle for the as¬

cendancy will be carried on with all the charac.
teristic energy and skill of the great eompeti-
tors. and the contcst will be watched with in¬
tense interest by the inhabitants of both hemis¬
pheres. On the American continent not only
the political power but the commercial sway
of England has gradually dwindled away to
the shadow of what it was, while the young
republic has taken her place, and asserts its
supremacy over land and sea. The acquisition
of California has now directed American enter¬
prise to the islands of the Pacific, and to the
shores which lie beyond that ocean; and the
daring spirit of Yankee progress, following ' the
star of empire, which westward takes its way,"
till it travels around the globe, and rises in
the east, bus invaded the commercial domains
of England in the Eastern hemisphere, where
her "meteor flag" has so long 'terrific burned."
as the emblem of undivided rule, and the sign
of a maritime power on "whose possessions the
sun never sets." The war is now. therefore,
carried, not into Africa, but into Asia, and the
battle fields will be China Japan, Siam. Corea,
Cochin China, (or Annam ) and perhaps India
itself. having in all a population of six hun¬
dred million# of human beings, or about two-
thirds of the inhabitants of the earth.

Vi hctht r the union-jack shall soon pale be¬
fore the star spangled banner, in this contest of
merchandise, is a question that remains to be
solved. We shall anxiously look forward for
intelligence of the conquests of our trade in the
East, and shall be sure to inform the readers of
the IIerai.d of every new acquisition. Much,
very much, depends on the pending negotiation
with the Japanese Emperor. We have made a

good Iteginning in China. Let it be followed
up by a bold Btroke in Japan. The great diffi¬
culty there, is to get in the point of the wedge.
What is wanted is a combination of audacity
and prudence. Only let America gain a foot¬
hold in the Eastern Archipelago, and she shall
have a fulcrum upon which to rest a lever that
will move the whole Eastern world. Let her
foil in that, and her progress will lie greatly im¬
peded, retarded and embarrassed. The im¬
portance of success, therefore, in this enter¬
prise, con hardly be overrated. Japan is the
key of the East, just as much as Cuba is the key
of the Gulf of Mexico.
The nations that are most interested in the

opening of Jhj an arc Holland, Russia. Great
Britain, and the United States. Holland is al¬
ready in partial possession; and if she has not
bccome much more liberal than she ever was
before, will do her utmost to keep all the others
out. Thie fhe can only effret by diplomacy, an

fcv* w« gone fcjr. Ua m# i

whole, she wo aid probably be a gainer by the
opening ofa'^i the ports of Japan to all nations;
but the h« j not y,.j learned the policy of freo
trade. T.he Russian empire being in the imme¬
diate v icinity ol Jupan, the government of St.
Peter fburg naturally desires commercial in-
t'TC/mree with those islands; to Eng¬
land, who has so established her power in
T.ndia, and recently extended it to Chiua,
(both countries being, adjacent to Jupan,) a

treaty of commerce and amity would be still
more desirable. Russia aud England (particu¬
larly the latter) are the two nations who have
most power to coerce Japan, but have not yet
tried their band at that game, and probably
never will. England.the strongest and the
most interested of all would no doubt be very
glad to participate in the advantages of this
trade, without any expense on her part, if the
United States, either by a tremendous sacrifice
ol blood and treasure, or by the arts ofdiploma¬
cy. should succeed in bringing the Japanese to
reason. She believes in the doctrine that halt

a loaf is better than no bread. She will there¬
fore remain with tolded arms, biding her time,
till the opportune moment arrives for stepping
in as a disinterested mediator, in the event of
difficulties between the Americans and this
island empire; or. in the event of a diploma¬
tic triumph on the part ot our agents, 6hc will
come forward as a claimant of a share of the
spoils, which cost her nothing to win. She will
thus play a safe game. If the Americans suc-

cced, 6he expects to be a gainer. If they tail,
especially after hostilities, she will not be a

loser, but in one important sense a gainer, for
so far the lustre of the American prestige would
be dimmed, and the English escutcheon would
look all the brighter by the contrast. It is
therefore pretty much like "heads I win, tails
you lose." She cannot succeed by diplomacy,
.and it is very doubtful if she could succeed by
war; but from American enterprise she expects
something. Almost all that could be effected
in the way ot hostility would be to destroy such
of the small craft of Japan as came within range,
and some of her ports by the guns of the frigates,
or. by throwing shells into them. This would
accomplish little or nothing practically, for Jed-
do and Miako. the two capitals where the two
emperors reside could not be touched. Jed-
do is a seaport; but from the shallowness of the
water, no ship of war can come within several
miles of it. The Japanese have no foreign
commerce, and care for none ; aud therefore
they cannot be injured at sea. They have no

shipping to be destroyed, for the policy of the
government being to keep the subjects of the
empire at home, they are not permitted to build
ships that could trade to other countries. They
have only such small barks as they use around
their own coast. These people, therefore, can
live as well as they do now if all external com¬
munication were cut off from them. On the
land it would be ridiculous to bring the small
force that could be mustered at such a distance
from home, against a warlike, brave and hardy
population of thirty or forty millions, with an
immense standing army.

Diplomacy, therefore, seems to be the only
course left open; and though that will be found
extremely difficult, the United States for many
reasons has the advantage over all other na¬
tions. ancl particularly England, in making at¬
tempts in that direction. It is true she has
already tried her hand in diplomacy there, with
but indifferent success ; but there is no knowing
what may be achieved by patience and perse¬
verance.
The first great advantage an American po¬

litical agent possesses over other diplomats,
and above nil nvpr n Tlritish diplomat, in nego¬
tiating with Japan, is to be found in the consti¬
tution of the United States, and our practice
and history in reference to colonization,
which is diametrically opposite to the
career of Great Britain. The British go¬
vernment, with the aid of a great standing
army and a powerful navy, conquers and takes
possession of distant territories upon which theyhave uo claim, and which have done them
no wrong. They make them tributary, despoil¬
ing and plundering them with a strong hand,
as in the case of the natives of India. In fact,
they govern them by military despotism. The
American republic had its foundation in re-
resistance to this colonial system of Englaad,
and therefore its constitution is framed upon an¬
tagonistic principles. No express provision is
made in the constitution for even acquiring ad¬
jacent territory not belonging to the United
States; and in the opinion of Jefferson, there was
no constitutional power to make the treaty for
the acquisition of Louisiana. But the President
and Congress approved the act, and the nation
acquiesced. The power is an implied one, and
is aa incident of sovereignty not at variance
with republicanism; but to subjugate a peopleis hostile to democracy and the Declaration of
Independence, which pronounces all men to
be created equal, and to be endowed by their
Creator with liberty as their inalienable right-
If the American people, therefore, annex any
territory, it becomes part of the republic, and
shares all its rights, privileges and immunities,
just as much as the original thirteen States; and
whether the acquisition be part of this continent
or an adjacent island, it must be sufficiently
near to the States already constituting the Union
to harmonize with their action, come under the
operation of the federal law, and be connected
with the country by geographical position
as well as by political compact. Japan, there¬
fore, has no cause for fear in comiog into
.contact with the Americans. They cannot an¬
nex a territory so distant; and if they could and
did, it would be on a footing of perfect equality,
and without interfering with her State rights
or local laws. They would merely require as

a bond of fellowship that she should have a re¬

publican form of government, and that should
be the free act of her own people.

Thus, instead of sustaining injury, a State
annexed to the American republic derives the
advantage of the powerful protection of the
confederation without being made a vassal or

tributary, or losing any ol its sovereign rights.
How different from all this is the British system
and its effects, as exhibited in India.and where-
evcr English rule prevails ! From the days of
Lord Clive and Warren Hastings down to the
present time, the history of India has been
stained with rapine and blood, and treachery
nnd cruelty, and every crime denounced in the
decalogue. Both these worthies were im¬
peached before the House of Commons in vain,
and the eloquence of liurke and Sheridan w.is

lost upon Parliament, though the atrocities
charged were proved as clear as day. What
said I)r. Bowring. the present British consul at
Canton, thirteen years ago. at a meeting in
London for the purpose oi relieving the wrongs
of India?
W« »)¦«» wllfd UfithHr to noiifirtor th« intareat* of

1.r>n ore OOO of nnr fallow milij«ct*. hm
"'>. .1 .>.

iUm »»w wmi m mu but w rob Uuw tf UMir right* f

We baw« that we are » eWiliied, ft wUgloM. »¦ instructedi atton What of *U these blessings hare bwn c-nhrwa
opoa India V The inhabit*! t« of that floe, that noi.ls
MMttjr, art nnt to b« compared even to th*8wi«a u>on
bin bleak and barren mountain*. We are a lars« coin
tnetcial country; but we bane never *xten<le«l the aurnaii

lr.ing arj'l eiviliaiinif blessings of commerce t<< India 1 ato
i* au Bgriculiuial nation. What a picture doe* India
prefect l'0(.se»ioiiif boundles* tract* of land, with evf-ry
.had* of climate, fit fur the be<t production* of the earth,
yet men peri*hln[( by thousand* *nd hundreds rf thou
Mndsfrom famine, while the xtortlu uses of the Can In¬
dia Company are tilled with bread wruo< from their
toil by a ktauuioR anuy We hare boasted of our r*ligi'>n
Hive we imported any of it to the nation* of Iuuiaf
We prr fen* to »e a weli jfoverned nation, and to be well
acquainted with the piinoiple* of liberty, wUicti we
highly prize: but we ha»e not given that liberty to lit
dia. We hare not even made justice accessible to thein.
So far fr >m imparting commerce t® India, we hire ru'ne i
th*t which she couiufcneed before. It is not many yea'*
since India supplied almost every European nation with
cot 'on cloth*. Now. we supply her with our fabrics.

In 1837 a famine in India swept off half a
million of people, and it was brought on chiefly
by robbing the population of the produce of
their Boil, to fill the coffers ol the East India
Company. Multitudes starve every year from
the enormous land tax. During these famines
thousands sell themselves and their children
into slavery for bread, to prevent their dying
by starvation. Yet the United States is taunted
by the British with negro slavery.a legacy
lelt this country by themselves. The demorali¬
zation of the people of India men and women
by the British army and the officials, is too

notorious to admit of controversy. All this

grinding tyranny and annual decimation of
the people, and all this immorality and proili-
gacy, are perfectly well known to the Japanese
authorities, through the Dutch; and therefore

they want no connection with the british em¬

pire.
Again-the history of the Chinese opium war

is known to them, both through the Dutch and

the ChiBese themselves.a war the injustice o

which can he only paralleled by its novelty.a
war to compel an unoffending nation to take poi-
son prohibited by their own laws. The poor Ce¬
lestials lost 20,000 men in the struggle, and had
to pay $21,000,000 to the British government.
Such is the prostration of body and mind pro¬
duced by opium.far worse than the most

beastly excesses in intoxicating drinks.that
even the British Commissioner. Mr. Martin, ap¬
pealed to the humane feelings of the Queen to

put an end to the horrible traffic, by which the
average existence of men is reduced to four

years, at the end of which they die a miserable
death.

"When this opium conqucst was completed.
Sir Ilenry Pottinger proposed to proceed
to Japan to claim satisfaction for re¬

ceived insults, and to demand admission
for British ships to those islands on terms
of mutual mercantile advantage! But the
Japanese Emperor, taught by the fate of China,
took the right view of British reciprocity. At
the time of the Chinese war, the King of
Holland, frightened by the conquests of the
British, and fearing that they might extend
them to Japan, and drive the Dutch altogether
out of the trade, wrote to the Japanese Em¬
peror advising him to anticipate the blow by ex¬

tending to all foreign flags the privileges of trade
hitherto enjoyed exclusively by the Dutch. In
rejecting this advice the Emperor wrote in reply
that the results of the Chinese war taught him

a very different lesson, and that was, that there
was no safety but in the rigorous exclusion ot
the foreigners. Such was the reasoning of the
Emperor of Japan; and on this point, we say
American diplomacy has a tremendous advan¬
tage over English. Another ground of hope
s, that there is no prejudice against the
Americans, as in the case of the British arising
from past insults or hostilities to so uul'orgiving

a people as the Japanese. The manner in which
CommodorePerry was received is a proofthat the
United States is regarded with more than ordi¬
nary tavor; and this augurs well for the future,
if nothing should occur to stir up an unfriendly
feeling. Still, mere courtesy from so polite a

people would be a very deceptive basis on
which to rest the probability of a favorable re¬

ply to the letter of the President. The great
point to urge upon the Japanese Emperor i>
the humanity, justice, and mutual advantage of
American intercour«e, as compared with that of
the European powers. But from the impossi¬
bility of gaining access to his presence, and the
uncertainty of even communicating with him
by writing. the officials being justified by law
in intercepting all intercourse.it is no easy
matter to present to him or his ministry a fair
statement of the case. The Dutch, too. have
got the ear of the authorities, and will not be
very likely to promote the American cause.
Add to this the difficulty of the language, which
an old missionary of the Jesuits once said Satan
himself bad invented, in order to obstruct the
progress of Christianity in Japan, and it will
be evident that the task of opening that empire
to our commerce will require a rare combina.
tion of firmness and skill, couragc and tact, on
the part of the agents of the American gov¬
ernment.

Oi'B Prospects of Municipal Reform..The
more we examine and reflcct upon our chances
of obtaining any decided improvement over the
old system ot city government by the new char¬
ter, and the new corporation clccted under it,
the less faith arc wc disposed to place on the
realization of those desirable ameliorations. The
Journal of Commerce had an article, a few
days ago, on this interesting subject of good
city government, in which that journal recom¬
mended the organization and baildiug up of a

clique, or party, outside of the corporation, to
control and influence its proceedings. It was
the attempts already made to bring the city
under the improper influence of the corporation
which have produced tho difficulties with all
the preceding reform movements; and it is only
by a full, fair and comprehensive discussion of
every measure introduced into the body, and
by the action of public sentiment upon it. that
wc can gain any reform in the corporation. But
there is no great cau^e for txpecting any im¬
provement to take place in our city govern
ment, and we should be very agreeably disap¬
pointed, indeed, il any marked change for the"
better shall bo manifested.
The great difficulty in the way of good mu¬

nicipal government in New York has been in¬
creasing of late years, in consequence ot the in
fiuence of demagogues and tho multiplicity o
the executive heads of the city. The corpora¬
tion, under the new charter, is possessed of
merely legislative powers; and the executive
power it is much more important to have vested
in the one chief magistrate is divided among a

number of different departments, each indepen¬
dent of the other and of the corporation. Toe
Mayor possesses one B|>ecies ofpower, the Comp¬
troller possei-ses another and the beads of the dif¬
ferent, departments have specified powers of their
own. From this,then can result nothing but disor¬
der, confusion, and evil. The action of one may,
and docs, neutralize that of tho other. And.
indeed, we have a manifestation of the effect of
the syBtem in the entire management of city af¬
fairs »nd in the cln«h'p<r "f thn differr-nt n-

thoritics and the difl'crcut departments. This

is an anomaly in the government, and can nevet
turn out well. We are, therefore, forced into
the conviction that all tbe cry for reform waa
positive humbug, and that they who belieVe ia
it will find themselves egregiously deceived.
Tue Riss Pavement.An Extraqbdinab*

Decision.The decision recently made in tha
Supreme Court, in this city, confirming the in¬
junction granted against the prosecution of tha
Rups pavement in the Bowery, lays down a

principle of law which, were it sustained, would*
neutralize the action of this or any other legis¬
lative body to which it should be applied. Thia
principle is, in effect, that a tax payer has a
right to object to any contract made by the
city government; and that Buch objection op

complaint is sufficient grounds for a court to
issue an injunction restraining the carrying
into effect of the contract. This puts it into
the power of any individual to paralyze the ac¬
tion of the city governmeut, and to render mu¬

nicipal legislation a nullity. Such a legal de¬
cision is not only opposed to common sense,
but, according to the best authorities,is at vari¬
ance with the daily recognized principles of
common law.
However, we must be prepared to receive

some strange legal decisions from time to time,
owing to the mode by which Judges are now

appointed. The popular election of Judges has
always been considered by the most liberal
minded men as a very doubtful system under any
form ofgovernment, but more particularly under

a democratic form of govei*ment. The practical
application of such a system in this city is
even more objectionable than the principle. Ia
general terms, how are judges nominated in the
city of New York ? By committees selected by

a few individuals at grog shops. These nomi¬
nations have been, heretofore, generally pretty
fair, owing to the influence merely of past his¬
tory; but these traditionary influences will soon
be destroyed before the more powerful in¬
fluences created by little conventions held ia
different parts of the city, and ruled by some

grog shop politicians. In fact, the popular
election of judges can only be well carried into
effect in a thoroughly virtuous community,
where nothing but morality and good sense
can operate. Now we know, in political affairs,
how much grog shop influence prevails in all
nominations; and as a natural consequence, we
must expect to find in conrse of time, in all
legal decisions, some characteristics indicative
of, and referrable to,the system by which judges
are now appointed to office. That of the Su¬
preme Court in the Rubs pavement matter ia
one of the most extraordinary in our rccollec*
tion.
Another Revolution in the Island of

Ci'ba..There are a great many rumors in cir¬
culation in reference to the island ot Cuba, and
tbe foreign invasion and internal revolution
which is ready at any moment to annihilate
Spanish dominion there. We do not believe,
however, that there is the slighest real founda¬
tion for such reports, or that Queen Isabella or

Captain-General Canedo may entertain any
very serious dread of their being verified*
These rumors are all sham, and are only got
up to influence in a particular manner tbe deli¬
berations of the next CongresB on the question,
of Cuba.

The English Opera.
The Crown Diamonds" vm of eoorse a triumph Tor

Ume. Thillon and the English company. Tbe weather
was unfavorable, and many who woald hire bsen glad to
bear her stayed at home; bat the house was full, notwith¬
standing. and seats coulJ not be had after the curtaia
ro>e. Even the bannister of the gallery staircase was at

a premium. Were the English company to remain loager
with us, we i hould risk a criticism on the chorus and or¬

chestra, which were by ne means a la hauteur dn jciir,
The prayer at the close of the first act.usually so effec¬
tive and pleasing.was destroyed last evening, by the wan';
of voice on the part of the singers, and tbe superabua-
danceof sound on that of tbe instrumentalists. It is really

a flee piece of music, and deserves a more careful render¬
ing. Mme. Thillon herself, was what we have always seeo
her. "Oatarina," is perhaps her best part. It would in¬
deed be difficult to dii play more grace and coqueUerie ia
the acting, 01 a sweeter voice in the vocal portion of the
role. One could Uiten for weeks, to her "Children of tbe
Night;" and few gallants would follow tbe example o!
tbe coble Spaniard, if the adleux of their lady-love were
uttered in as touching a tone as that in which the beauti¬
ful "Adieu, Senor," was sunglait evening.
We shall have no opportunity of speaking of lime. Thil¬

lon for some months to come. As we said the other day,
she is off to the land of gold. Oalifornians are used to ho
as free and easy in the disposal of their treasures, as thejp
.re earnest and persevering in collecting them. Should
they confirm their reputation in this respect, we may ex¬
pect our English cantatrice to return some months benoe,
with a tolerably heavy bag of dast.

Broadway Theatre.Mr. Anderson a* Lear*
Mr. James Anderson played 'King Leer" at the Broad*

way theatre bat evening. The elements were not propi¬
tious for a full honse, and the theatre was only half filled.
Mr. Anderson Is an actor of praotiee.not of geniue.and
he acts more for efft ct than to give a natural rendering
of the bard's creation. When we say this, it is founded
upon the premise that Mr. Anderson studies the charac¬
ter wbich he is to play analytically, and then selects th»
good situations in order to impress the unthinking with,
the opinion tbat he is a great aotor.leaving the judi¬
cious to "grieve," or do anything else that may best
please tlum This U one of his greatest faults, and in no
character is it more promlrettly displayed tfcan in that
under our notiee in this artiole. The character of Lea;
is in some degree metaphysical.that is, it is so finelydrawn that deep thought is required to penetrate its kllo-
sjncracies and eliminate its Uauties. Mr. Anderson
l«ar was a feeble old man in physique, with an as¬
tonishing strength of lungs, and one who was en¬
raged ujon slight occasion, but way a very mild
specimen of a " dragon" when there was real
cause for anger. The first two aots displayed some vigorand power, and the curse upon Goueril, (finely done 1>7Mrs. Abbott), would have been capital, hod it not been
for Mr. Aideison's over straining at un important worda,in order to be effective in declamation. Kage, too, or
"wrath," as the writer has It, is much more to be feared
when it is deep, than when Its po isessor emit* It In the
shaje of windy vehemence. The speech in the first act," Detes.ed Kite," &c. was better read than anything else
of Mr. Anderson's in the play, and therefore deserves men;
tion. lie, in common with many other players that we
have " seen play, and h«ard|ofbers praise, and that high-
1) ," seems to fc rget that in Shakespeare, and more eepo-
cially in "Lear," the people desire to hear the loble Ian-
gnage of the author, and have a right to demand that the
actor shall give it to them plainly and fully, without
shouting, .vehometce, hoarse choking, or whining. We
consider his acting of the long scene with Goneril and Re¬
gan a misconception. The language does not show
that lie succumbed to his children, and, with
the old fire of majesty, the old fatbits of
command, and that dignity (which at that time
could not have been broken, because there had
been nothing to break It,) lie would have been more
likely to have eipressed himself as an angry father and
an outraged king, than to have read the lines with as
affectation of pathos, which was strongly in contrast
with his vigor in the denunciation^ of Cordelia, which
had preceded it. Tut so rtmarks will apply equally an
well to the remainder of the play. He transfotmel the
passionate, fiery king into a lackadaisical old man. Ho
might have gained the syl pithy of the audience, but,
except lu oue or two lnstai ces, he did not call down
tfatir afi|lause or eicite their admiration. Jo tilt
storm scene of tlve tfaiid act he was very wevk,
and Mr. Con* ay, who played Edgar with contidei
aide ability, con ;entrated the attention of the house.
Mr. Andersou'* scene over the body of Cord»lia was weU
siid caturally rendered.almost the'only quiet bit of act
iog he had favored us with In two hour* and a half, there¬
fore -'l ubly welcome. In a word, Mr. Anderson gave us n
"Iz-sr" which ws* playert at the audlenoe, irhf/'h fsltM
hill* tlaXJUi * . *jj J l» «M& UUt) U.O

when judged by etitlual rule. We wiah that he tad a


